
Cross Cultural Scavenger Hunt
Training Module Facilitator Notes

Use this powerpoint to facilitate the classroom portion of the training module.  [click
here to access]

Room Setup:  This training module works best if you have everyone sit in groups of 3-6
at tables.  If you can, have these groups be the same groups that will go out together
on the scavenger hunt.  Have some paper and pens at each table for the group to use
for notes.  Make sure everyone can see the TV or projection screen.

Schedule: In order to have a full experience you will need about six hours.  A Saturday
morning from 9 am - 3 pm generally works pretty well.  There are four components to
the training:

1. In class training (1.5 hours)
2. Cross Cultural Scavenger Hunt (1.5 - 2 hours)
3. Lunch (1 hour)
4. Debrief (30 minutes - 1 hour)

Coaching:  If you need a quick call to just walk through the training or if you have any
questions feel free to reach out.  I’d love to help you make this a successful training day
for your group.  Aaron Myers - aarongmyers@gmail.com (605.659.5961)

In Class Training Module

Introduction: Welcome everyone.  Give any announcements. Walk through the flow of
the day.

Group Work: Have everyone look at the map on the cover of the powerpoint.  Have
them discuss this map in small groups.  What is different?  Is it wrong?  Is it just
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different?  What would you think of the map if you were born and raised in Australia?
Have participants share some of their thoughts and observations.

Watch: Dancing Bear Video - After watching explain that today we want to work at
seeing the things that we often miss, the things that are right there in front of us but
that we don’t see.

Activity #1 - Discovering God’s Why

In groups, participants read aloud each of the seven scriptures below.  Have them work
together to answer the question, “What does this passage reveal about God’s heart
and desires for our world?”

● Genesis 12:1-3
● Galatians 3:8
● 1 Chronicles 16:24
● Habakkuk 2:14
● Matthew 28:18-20
● Matthew 24:14
● Revelation 7:9-10

Debrief: Work through each of the scriptures having each of the groups share some of
their observations about the Father’s heart and desires for the world.

Shine: Listen and watch the Prayercast video (Psalm 67 in song)

Table Discussion: In their groups give them a few minutes to discuss this question:
“How does that affect how we think about the many nationalities in our city and across
the world?” After a few minutes ask tables to share a few of the things they talked
about.

Prayer: End Activity 1 by having table groups spend a few minutes praying for the
nations.
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Activity #2:  Understanding Culture

Observation: In order to share the good news of Jesus with every culture on earth, it
will be helpful to learn how to understand the unique ways that God has made other
cultures so that we can know how to most effectively share the good news with them.
So that is what we are going to dig into now.

Large Group Interaction - Three questions and some definitions

Three questions:  Start by asking the simple question, “Are we all the same?” Then to
discover how different we really are, ask the three questions and get answers by a
show of hands with the whole group.

Read: Read the definitions for Culture and Worldview (slides 10-11)

Activity #3:  What Lens Are We Looking Through

Use the powerpoint. Just walk through the slides, (13-20)  The basic idea is to help
participants realize that they will view other cultures through the lens of their own
culture and it will lead to getting our wires crossed occasionally.  When things seem
wonky, are they really wonky or are they just feeling wonky because we are
experiencing the situation through our cultural lens.

Read: As an example of what we just experience, read it’s a matter of snakes story
(Acclimated to Africa) (Read Here)

Activity #4: Teaching: A Framework for understanding other
cultures

You can read how Shane Bennet unpacks this framework in this article [Reveling in the
Cultural Kaleidoscope: The Different, Beautiful, Broken Destiny of Every Culture] Read
this article and then use your own examples from cross cultural experiences you have
had.
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1. Different
a. Genesis 11:8-9 (Have someone read aloud)
b. Languages, customs, history, worldview -
c. Share examples and show car video (slide 22)

2. Beautiful
a. Genesis 1:27; Psalm 139:13-14 (Have someone read aloud)
b. Share examples

3. Broken
a. Genesis 3 - the fall of man, Genesis 4-11 (the train wreck of man)

(Summarize)
b. Share examples
c. Refer back to animal picture activity.  How do we differentiate what is just

broken, what is beautiful and what is broken if we are wearing our
cultural lenses?  Those can be hard to figure out but one thing is not hard
to figure out and that is our fourth point.

4. Destined.
a. Revelation 5:9-10; Revelation 7:9-10 (Have someone read aloud)
b. And so today we want to learn to be learners, looking for the fingerprints

of God in the cultures we encounter.  Our goal today is to become cultural
detectives so that we can begin to learn about the cultures that God
created and that  God loves and that God is in the process of calling to
himself.

Closing Story: Read the preface to Foreign to Familiar. (Read Here)

Activity 5: Cross Cultural Scavenger Hunt

Explain Scavenger Hunt Rules and Timing.

c. Go as learners
d. Learners ask lots of good questions
e. You’ll probably feel uncomfortable (get used to the idea of being the

town clown)
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f. You might not get to all three stores.  You might get to three and then
want to find one more.

5. Hand out MONEY to the team treasurer (I usually give about $5 per participant
to use to buy snacks.  Adults can bring their own money)

6. Hand out Scavenger Hunt Workbook - One per team. Instruct each team to a)
write down the return time on page two and b) read the first three pages on the
way to your first store.

7. Hand out grocery store lists to each driver.  For each group, circle 3-4 stores and
mark the order in which they should go to each of them.  Work to make sure
everyone is going to different stores, or at least going to stores at different
times. [Sioux Falls Grocery Store List] (You will need to make a list for your city)

8. Give each group an assigned restaurant to eat at with one or two other groups.
Decide what time groups will arrive at restaurants.

9. Pray and go forth!

Debrief  Scavenger Hunt

Have the group dig into the snacks and enjoy that for a bit. Then gather them back into
a group and have them share their experiences, observations.  Sometimes this just
flows really naturally.  Sometimes you can go back and work through the questions
that they were instructed to discover at the stores.

Next Steps: Ask the group to think about what are a few next steps they can take
personally and that you all can take corporately as a church to continue to grow in your
heart for the nations and in understanding how to minister cross culturally?
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If Time and Energy:

Philippians 2: 5-11 Discovery Bible Study

Instructions: Read the passage two times and then have one person retell it in their
own words. Then answer the following questions together as a group.

● What was Jesus’ mindset as he came to earth?
● What did Jesus have to give up to move cross culturally into our world?
● What does it mean to “have the same mindset as Christ Jesus”?
● What are a few worldviews, habits, preferences that you might need to give up in

order to cross a culture for the sake of the Gospel?
● With whom can I share one thing that I learned about today?
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